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Thinking Big to Address a Big Problem
Materially reducing, and ultimately reversing that destruction and its effects on the Amazon will re-
quire a large-scale, global public outcry to bring the necessary attention and ultimately the urgen-
cy to take actions that will address this situation – NOW.

AMAZON AID FOUNDATION (AAF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization inspiring change by edu-
cating  global audiences about the importance of the Amazon, the implications of it’s destruction, 
and the working solutions to protect it. AAF harnesses the power of film, multi-media and in-depth 
interdisciplinary curriculum projects to engage and activate global citizens to protect the Amazon. 
Our award winning media has been seen on six continents and has been cited for promoting global 
policy change. 

Together with scientists, artists, NGOS, global citizens and governments, AAF helps form a uni-
fied alliance to keep forests standing, promote human rights advocacy, and demand responsibly 
sourced products.

The Amazon is one of the few natural ecosystems that                                 
sustains all humanity.
It is the most important natural ecosystem for mitigating climate change by absorbing toxic lev-
els of carbon from our atmosphere. It carries 20% of the world’s fresh water to the sea and helps 
moderate the world’s weather patterns by releasing 20 billion tons of moisture into the atmo-
sphere daily. It is our largest global depository of DNA with over 30% of all the world’s species. 
Many of our most important pharmaceutical products are derived directly from its plants. 
There is virtually universal understanding and agreement among the global scientific community 
that the Amazon plays a crucial role in the life of our planet and its inhabitants, that it is being 
destroyed, primarily through extensive deforestation, and that the present level of its destruction 
are approaching a tipping point which could substantially accelerate the collapse of this globally 
vital ecosystem.

“ If illegal gold mining in the Madre de Dios region continues it will be the end 

of the Western Amazon.”
 ————————-------- 
 Dr. Thomas Lovejoy

The Amazon is an enormous, unique and crucially 
important natural feature of our planet, and it is in grave 

danger due to the actions of humans. Educating our 
youth and subsequent generations about the importance 
of keeping the Amazon intact, and activating them to 

preserve and protect it, will help ensure survival of life on Earth.

1. 
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Because of the many complex and interconnected issues 
surrounding the Amazon’s functions in moderating global 
climate, its fresh water supply, and maintaining biodiversity, 
it is challenging to properly educate about the importance of 
the world’s largest rainforest. Conflicts created by the potential 

material wealth that the Amazon’s vast array of natural resources can offer 
humans adds even more dimension to the challenge. 

2. 

“...interdependent relationships have 

been developing in the rainforest for 

millions of years. But remove one part 

of the equation and the whole natural 

system can unravel.”
    —————-------------------------------------------- 

Sissy Spacek, narrating River of Gold

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org


EDUCATION INITIATIVES

amazonaid.org

HOW do we successfully convey 
the importance of protecting and 

preserving the Amazon Rainforest to 
current and future generations?  

HOW can we ensure our children 
will continue to fight – and prevail – on 

behalf of all living things?

“this forest . . . is the keeper of these cycles, that maintain the water levels . . . patterns of climate . . . 

if we keep going in the pace that we are going today it is going to affect all of us and I don’t mean 

[just] . . . people in this region, the locals, or the Peruvians -- we’re talking about the global scale.”
 ————————------------------------------------------------------- 
Enrique Ortiz, Biologist & Activist, in River of Gold
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Customing Your
                 Learning Experience

Q & A to Follow 
with Liebe Geft Director, Museum of Tolerance & Photographer Ron Haviv

No charge. Limited seats. Advance rsvp required. Register now:

www.Museumoftolerance.Com/RiverofGold

Free Underground parking
please be considerate of our residential neighbors and make every effort to avoid driving through single-family residential neighborhood streets

www.Museumoftolerance.Com      www.Facebook.Com/museumoftolerance     www.Twitter.Com/musoftolerance

Amazon Aid Foundation and the Museum of Tolerance invite you and a guest to

AN AMAZON AID FOUNDATION PRODUCTION NARRATORS HERBIE HANCOCK  SISSY SPACEK
PHOTOS BY RON HAVIV PRODUCED BY SARAH DUPONT  JAMES CAVELLO  REUBEN AARONSON DIRECTED BY REUBEN AARONSON

Narrated by Academy Award winners Sissy 
Spacek and Herbie Hancock, River of Gold 
is the disturbing account of a clandestine 
journey into Peru’s Amazon rainforest to 
uncover the savage unraveling of pristine 
jungle. Ron Haviv and Donovan Webster, two 
war journalists, led by Peruvian Enrique Ortiz, 
bear witness to the apocalyptic destruction 
in the pursuit of illegally mined gold with 
consequences on a global scale.  Flash 
forward four years to a massive intervention 
by the Peruvian government. What will be 
the fate of this critical region of priceless 
biodiversity as these extraordinarily beautiful 
forests are turned into a hellish wasteland?

www.riverofgoldfilm.com

The Museum of Tolerance
9786 W Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90035

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 21, 2018

3:30PM

amazonaid.org

Amazon Aid has developed a suite of educational materials of 
the highest quality to create awareness of the importance of 
the Amazon and to foster engagement to preserve it. Choose 
from our  tool box of award winning assets and create your own 
Voice for protecting the Amazon. 

• River of Gold
• AcreCare
• Middle and High School Curriculum
• Voices for the Amazon
• Mercury Uprising
• Anthem for the Amazon
• Amazon Aid Warrior Guide
• Reforest Amazonia
• Specialized Speaker Engagements
• Teacher Workshops

“If you do not understand the significance of 

what you are about to lose, how can you                                                         

take action to protect it?”
    ————————--------------------------------
Sarah duPont, Founder of Amazon Aid 

Educating the youth is 
one of Amazon Aid’s

top priorities

It is not hyperbole to state that 
the Amazon is at the tipping point. 

Because over 1/5 of the Amazon 
Rainforest has been cleared since 
the 1970’s, experts believe that at 
the current rate of destruction the 
Amazon could be gone in 40 years. 

AMAZON AID’S TOOLBOX FOR CHANGE

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
https://vimeo.com/158914433
https://amazonaid.org/take-action/protect-an-acre/
http://voices.amazonaid.org
https://vimeo.com/125274209
https://amazonaid.org/anthem-for-the-amazon/
https://amazonaid.org/warrior
https://amazonaid.org/take-action/adopt-a-tree/
https://amazonaid.org/river-of-gold-screening-at-responsible-jewelry-conference-in-chicago-october-19/
https://amazonaid.org/journeys-in-film-hosts-institute-for-educators-to-share-interdisciplinary-common-core-lesson-plans-aligned-amazon-aid-foundations-river-of-gold/
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Customized Outreach
INNOVATING WITH  ACTIVISTS & EDUCATORS TO TEACH & INSPIRE ACTION

WORKSHOPS INSPIRED
BY AMAZON AID’S 

RIVER OF GOLD CURRICULUM 
In October, 2018, Journeys in Film, USC 

Rossier School of Education, and Amazon Aid 

Foundation hosted a workshop for titled River 

of Gold: Teaching about Climate Change and 

Indigenous Rights.

The two-day workshop for middle and high 

school educators, was set in the immersive 

environment of the Museum. Educators were 

provided with interdisciplinary lesson plans 

aligned to the Common Core standards.

From the workshop prospectus: 

 “The Journeys in Film River of Gold 
interdisciplinary curriculum guide 
teaches students how the arts can be used 
effectively to advocate for human rights 
and environmental justice. Students and 
educators will be inspired to continue the 
work of environmental advocacy while 
engaging academic standards.”

Amazon Aid Foundation has developed a suite of highest-quality 
educational engagement and delivery assets, and is constantly 
working to add more to support their curriculum and social 
impact campaign. Amazon Aid consistently delivers educational 
materials that are scientifically impeccable, visually excellent, 

technically advanced, and successfully communicate concepts to ensure the 
understanding of all people: all ages, from all backgrounds. The goal is to 
engage with audiences all over the world, from every walk of life. 

3. 

Have ideas? 
We want to hear them 

and create change with you!
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FILM HAS THE 

POWER
TO: CHANGE POLICY, 
SAVE LIVES & MAKE 

OUR FUTURE BETTER.

Documentary + Social Impact Campaign 
to Trigger a Movement
Following in the footsteps of great documentaries 
that have inspired material change such as Blood 

Diamond and Blackfish, River of Gold 
presents strategies to curtail the devastation 
wrought by this illegal mining, that include 
governmental, industry and consumer action. 

See: River of Gold Project Deck
River of Gold Social Impact Campaign
The worldwide release of River of Gold, the 
accompanying social impact campaign, free 
middle and high school school curriculum 
and educational projects will raise the bar by 
activating governments, NGOs, stakeholders, 
scientists, artists, and the general public to 
take specific actions to address this looming 
global crisis. 

Documentary Film &
                      Multimedia

Amazon Aid develops world-class multimedia 
to answer complex questions and communicate 
important concepts: Why should you care about 
the Amazon? What does the Amazon look like? 
What do the artists say? What can you do to help?

Amazon Aid Media River of Gold Social
Impact Campaign

River of Gold Project Overview

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
https://amazonaid.org/river-of-gold/
https://amazonaid.org/resources/media/
https://amazonaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/River_of_Gold_Social_Impact_Campaign_Overview.pdf
https://amazonaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/9-18-River-of-Gold-Social-Impact-Campaign-Overview.pdf
https://amazonaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/River_of_Gold_Project_Overview_v1.pdf
https://amazonaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/9-18-River-of-Gold-Social-Impact-Campaign-Overview.pdf
https://amazonaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/River_of_Gold_Social_Impact_Campaign_Overview.pdf
https://amazonaid.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/River_of_Gold_Project_Overview_v1.pdf


EDUCATION INITIATIVES

amazonaid.org

River of Gold: a documentary by 
Amazon Aid Foundation

U.S. DISTRIBUTION BY TUGG

“I get a guy who’s trying to make enough money to make sure that when he goes to bed at night 

he knows when he wakes up he’s not going to starve  . . .  But it’s impossible for people who live 70 

years to measure how long it’s going to take a 500-year-old tree to grow up to be an apex species

in a forest . . . we really don’t understand what  we’re taking away from our future.”
   ——-----------------------------------------------------------------

Donovan Webster,  Journalist, in River of Gold

Amazon Aid is proudly partnering 
with Tugg, a theatrical event 

platform that brings im-
portant films to schools, 

religious centers, libraries, 
and other community venues. 

By leveraging Tugg’s expertise on 
film promotion and distribution, AAF 

will streamline the process of delivering River 
of Gold to educational settings where the film 

will have the most impact, enhance aware-
ness, and activate positive change. 

tugg.com

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
https://vimeo.com/158914433
https://vimeo.com/158914433
https://www.tugg.com/
https://www.tugg.com/
https://www.tugg.com/
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River of Gold Curriculum 
IN COLLABORATION WITH JOURNEYS IN FILM, for grades 6 - 12

In tandem with the film, Amazon Aid has produced 
curriculum with our partners Journeys in Film that 
will amplify the film’s impact and educate students 
worldwide about the importance of the Amazon and 
promote working solutions for saving it. The Journeys 
in Film network has access to over 30,000 teachers 
across the United States.

Lesson 1: The Hydrological Cycle  (Geography, Environmental Science, Biology)

Lesson 2: Introduction to the Amazon Region (Geography, Environmental Science)

Lesson 3: Rainforest Ecology (Biology, Environmental Science)

Lesson 4: The Biodiversity of the Amazon Region (Biology, Environmental Science, 
Geography)

Lesson 5: Indigenous Amazonia (Geography, Anthropology, World History)

Lesson 6: Satellite Technology and the Rainforest (Biology, Environmental Science, 
Computer Science)

Lesson 7: Extractive Industries and Environmental Costs (Environmental Science, 
Economics, English Language Arts)

Lesson 8: Faces of Activism (Environmental Science, Social Studies)

Lesson 9: Smartphone Photojournalism  (Photography, Social Studies)

Lesson 10: The Market for Gold  (Economics, Social Studies)

Lesson 11: Next Steps: What Can We Do? (Economics, Social Studies, Community 
Service Learning)

Amazon Aid has had documented success with influencing 
and changing policies with its influential multimedia and 
accompanying advocacy campaigns. Join us in continuing to 
use this momentum for positive change, and to preserve and 

protect the Amazon Rainforest for future generations.

4. 
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“Once you strike gold here, it’s a one-time shot. 

The forest is a long term provider.                

So yes, gold is a faster way to get cash.                            

 But it doesn’t last too long.” 
 ————————------------------------------------------------------- 
Enrique Ortiz, Biologist & Activist, in River of Gold

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
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https://journeysinfilm.org/
https://journeysinfilm.org/
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“When you enter the rainforest...You start to understand how 

really interconnected all of this is with the rest of the world. 

And it’s a very overwhelming experience.” 
 ————————---------------------------------------------- 
Ron Haviv, Photojournalist, in River of Gold

Amazon Aid Foundation’s 
website is:

• a great research resource for 
learning about the Amazon, its 
people, animals and plants

• where we document progress 
towards our mission

• a way to easily connect with our 
partners & collaborators

• a place to provide giving 
platforms that benefit 
reforestation efforts where 
needed the most 

According to Google Analytics, 
from April - October 2018, 
amazonaid.org had:

• 55,450 new users &               
92,305 page views

• About 82% of visitors found 
  amazonaid.org via 
  “organic search.” 

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
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A MULTIMEDIA CREATION, LEARNING, AND ADVOCACY ONLINE PLATFORM

Developed in tandem with the University of Virginia’s 
Capstone project, “Voices for the Amazon” is the Amazon 
Aid Foundation’s (AAF) easy-to-use multimedia platform that 
inspires the user to create their own voice for protecting the 
Amazon by developing original multimedia content. 

Individuals will have access 
to AAF’s Amazonia media 
from award- winning and 
world-class photographers, 
filmmakers, and artists to 
combine with their own 
materials to create their 
unique piece of art, video, 
poetry, story, or music. 
The user can upload their 
content to their own square 
on the Voices interactive 
gridded image which 
expands with each post.

“The Amazon rainforest is one of the most im-

portant ecosystems on earth. It’s home to 400 

indigenous groups, countless species, and acts 

as one of our best defenses against climate 

change. Help save the Amazon by voicing what 

It means to you.”
 ————————------------------ 
from voices.amazonaid.org

Voices for the Amazon 

voices.amazonaid.org

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
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Anthem for the Amazon 
EDUCATIONAL MUSIC VIDEOS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN

Anthem for the Amazon is a call to action to 
save the world’s greatest rainforest using the 
universal language of music. 

500 children from 50 different countries 
around the world came together to sing this 
global anthem that celebrates the Amazon 
rainforest, and explains its crucial importance 
to all living things.

Right: portraits of 

just a few of the 

500 performers 

on Anthem for the 

Amazon; the choir 

from the British 

International School 

of Boston & Boston 

Children’s Chorus 

joined in as well. 

“What will we see in just a few years? 

Each and every day, nature disappears.

We’ve got to care for the world we see, 

she’s got to breathe . . . ”
 ————————----------------------------- 
lyrics from Anthem for the Amazon

Top: Anthem for the amazon comes in two versions - a music video, and a ‘lyric version’ that overlays important facts and points of 

interest about the Amazon on video imagery, for an information-pacted visual ride through the Amazon Rainforest. 

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
https://amazonaid.org/anthem-for-the-amazon/
https://amazonaid.org/anthem-for-the-amazon/
https://amazonaid.org/anthem-for-the-amazon/
https://vimeo.com/127296686
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Mercury Uprising A DOCUMENTARY

“This invisible threat is as limitless and pervasive as the very air it 

infiltrates, contaminating everything it touches. Because it doesn’t 

break down, mercury remains in an ecosystem for decades, often 

for centuries, affecting the forest, the water, and the living beings 

that dwell there.”
    -----————————------------------------------ 
Sissy Spacek narrating River of Gold

Amazon Aid Foundation’s short documentary Mercury Uprising dives into the issues of climate 
change and continued deforestation of the Amazon rainforest with a focus on the persisting 
problems of illegal gold mining and the devastating effects of mercury, the dangerous toxin used in 
the mining process. 

Through interviews with forests ecologists Tom Lovejoy and Luis Fernandez along with the Peruvian 
Minister of the Environment Manuel Pulgar-Vidal  the audience experiences an eleven minute visual 
journey that touches on the importance of the Amazon, the consequences of deforestation and 
mercury poisoning, and solutions for protecting this critical ecosystem. A collaboration by Amazon 
Aid and ROTU studios.

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
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Amazon Aid Warrior Guide 
INFORMATION, LINKS & MENU OF WAYS TO ENGAGE TO HELP SAVE THE AMAZON

FEATURES NO-COST WAYS TO MAKE A REAL 
DIFFERENCE TO PRESERVE & PROTECT THE AMAZON

“Will we choose a world that exploits the innocent, a world 

of greed, of degradation, of destruction that can ultimately 

threaten our very existence; or will we decide that the real 

riches are in living together on this planet- in harmony- and 

with respect for all living things.”
-----————-------------------------------------------— 
Herbie Hancock narrating River of Gold

The Warrior guide was developed as a companion to the River of Gold 
Journeys In Film curriculum. “Amazon Aid Warriors are dedicated to 
defending and protecting the Amazon Rainforest.” The guide gives 
suggestions for how students can be effective environmental crusaders 
and includes the donor platforms AcreCare and Reforest Amazonia. 
100% of all proceeds from both donor platforms go to our distinguished 
partners on the ground who are working to protect the Amazon. 

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
http://
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Why Should You Care? 
FIVE + KEY REASONS WHY THE AMAZON IS SO 

IMPORTANT TO EVERYONE & EVERYTHING.
“SO WHY SHOULD YOU CARE IF THE AMAZON GETS DESTROYED?

Today the Amazon is being deforested and threatened. It is 

now at the tipping point and the important natural things 

that the Amazon gives the world could one day be gone.”
 ————————----------------------------------------------------------------- 
from  https://amazonaid.org/warrior/why-you-should-care/ 

“Why 
Should You 
Care?”  was 
developed as 
a companion 
to the River 
of Gold 
Journeys 
In Film 
curriculum. 
The guide 
seeks to 
highlight key 
concepts 
amid the 
very complex 
issues facing 
the Amazon 
today.

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
https://amazonaid.org/warrior/why-you-should-care/
https://amazonaid.org/warrior/why-you-should-care/
https://amazonaid.org/warrior/why-you-should-care/
https://amazonaid.org/warrior/why-you-should-care/
https://amazonaid.org/warrior/why-you-should-care/
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This is a battle 
we cannot 
afford to lose.

Photo by Ron Haviv, VII Agency

Photos by Adrian Tejedor

Photos by Adrian TejedorPhoto by Raechel Running

RIVER OF GOLD PROJECT OVERVIEW

5. 

The Amazon is at a tipping point that could usher in dire 
consequences if further destruction is not stopped. Your support 
is crucial to building the awareness needed to influence 
development and implementation of policies that stop rampant 
deforestation -- to begin the work of protecting what we have left, 
and restoring what has been lost before it is too late.

http://amazonaid.org
http://amazonaid.org
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Protecting the Amazon and the world’s forests is urgent, 
and it will take global awareness and action to save them. 

To this end, Amazon Aid Foundation provides proven, award-winning 

leadership in developing powerful, relevant multimedia that has been 

successful in changing minds, hearts and government policy:

Photo by Tomás Munita

River of Gold Official Trailer

Anthem for the Amazon

Anthem for the Amazon, Lyric Version

Voices for the Amazon 

Why Should You Care about the Amazon?

Artists for the Amazon 

Be a Better Consumer/Do You Know

Where your Gold Comes From? 

Mercury Uprising: a documentary

Amazon Aid Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that harnesses the power of 
multimedia to inspire actions that 
protect the Amazon Rainforest.

EDUCATE
ACTIVATE
PROTECT
amazonaid.org

Inspiring change 
to protect the 
Amazon Rainforest

info@amazonaid.org

P.O. Box 5649
Charlottesville, VA 22905
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